CHAPTER XV
England in the Post-War Reaction
AT a casual glance the change in England from
the early days of the Armistice appeared small,
but it was in reality fundamental. The tide
of the war spirit, of patriotism,, of pulsing enthusiasm,
that had carried men laughing gaily to almost certain
death and women to the heights of self-denial, was gone.
The people now rode wildly on a tide of a new pros-
perity. Money was abundant and freely spent. There
was a great rush of trade. That life was a gamble and
uncertain and to be enjoyed to-day while it existed,
that the future was so problematic that saving was mere
folly, were relics of the War. They tinged life in every
stratum of society. Old classes were dead or dying,
and new classes arising. The new conditions of life
were not yet understood nor assimilated. In places
there was irritation that automatically life had not fallen
back into the placid grooves of pre-war days.
I was determined to find out here at the centre the
causes and the reasons that had led to the follies in
Turkey. I probed in vain, for no one knew. It seemed
to be imagined that the policies and decisions were
made in Constantinople, whereas in Constantinople
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